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Switzerland and the US – Why Are Comparisons of Interest?

… despite the obvious
difference in size.

Similarity: Federal structure
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Swiss Agglomeration Program
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Metropolitan Areas in Switzerland on Two Levels

• Metropolitan Regions (red)
• Zurich

• Basel (trinational) 

• Geneva / Lausanne

• Agglomerations (blue)
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Federal «Agglomeration Program»

• Purpose: Co-Financing of important
projects on local or cantonal level

• Means: Grant applications for
transportation infrastructure
projects

• Requirements: Based on compelling
holistic concept for transportation
and urban development of the
entire agglomeration

• Process: Application rounds every
four years; Basic concept expected
to remain and to be updated
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Example: 
Vision Trinational Agglomeration Basel



What Can Be Co-Financed? 
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Light Rail

Rail: passenger facilities

Bus infrastructure

Local road infrastructure
Traffic management

Urban street design 

Bike/Ped infrastructure

Intermodal hubs



Methodological Approach
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Analysis

- Today

- Trends

Vision

Need for

action

Strategies

Projects, 

impacts



Strenghts of the Swiss Agglomeration Program

• Improved multi-jurisdictional cooperation 
within agglomerations

• Strengthened coordination of urban development 

• Requirement of clear vision how each transportation
infrastructure project must be rooted in a clear vision
for the urban development it supports
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US …

1/24/2018© 2017 9



1/24/2018© 2017 10



Conclusions
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